Sterling Ridge Village Association - Executive Committee Meeting

January 26, 2009

Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm by Bob Furano.

Board Members Present – Bob Furano, Sue Young, Jim Chiles, John Nanninga, Charles Dressler, Monty Burton, Richard Gregory, and Robin Lynch.

The Woodlands Association Liaison - Anthony Fasone

The Woodlands Community Association Liaison - Anne Spaulding

Joel Deretchin/Debra Staley – The Woodlands Development Corp
1. Company originated by George Mitchell, company originated 35 years ago this past fall.  Growth was exponential in the Houston area and decided there was a better way to build a community.  He wanted a community that was green and sustainable as a job center.

2. Joel Deretchin is VP of Public Affairs.  Involved in the government process.  President of TWA.  Heads all parks planning.  Working on 113th park.

3. Trivia – total acreage of SR?  3237 acres.  Review woodlands maps and villages

4. Trivia – When did Sterling Ridge open?  2001

5. Trivia – which of the 8 is the only one to have 2 shopping centers, 2 k-6 schools, a new ER center to soon open, 2 18 hole golf courses?  Sterling Ridge

6. Trivia - The highest point in the Woodlands?  Terramont Park

7. Trivia – of all the restaurants that exceed 3.5 million, which one is not in Town Center?  Perry’s sells 1.72 million dollars in beverage last year.

8. Trivia – What is the number one restaurant in terms of beverage?  Baker Street

9. Current population of the woodlands – just under 90K

10.  Dwellings occupied – 48,000

11.  Median age - 50

12.  72% of all households have children

13.  Average household size is 2.65

14.  Median income 112,000

15.  54% Percent of population 45 

16.  Median house price 369,000

17.  Number of jobs - 42,000 employees

18.  US Oncology is moving to the Woodlands – estimate to have 500 employees by year end

19.  just under 1600 Employers in the Woodlands

20.  CISD 2987 employees in S Montgomery County, Anadarko 2500 jobs, Hewitt 1500 FTE (full time equivalents), Memorial Herman under 1300, St Lukes under 900, Memorial Herman is opening an ER across from Super Walmart, Woodforest 700 employees, Huntsman, Chevron, Lone Star College

21.  Public school enrollment over 20K

22. 3 school districts - Conroe, Creekside is in Tomball school district, Magnolia school district in West Sterling Ridge

23.  Economy – how does it affect the Woodlands?  In 2008, 750 new homes sold, in 2007 767 were sold.  So far holding steady

24. New neighborhoods – May Valley and Creekside Park (which is in Harris County), East Shore next to Lake Woodlands

25. New retail – Hubbell and Hudson, Cyranese, Crush Wine Bar, Rinaldis, Which Which, Rise and Dine, Ashley Furniture

26. New office – Petroleum Wholesale (built on Research Forest), Martin Brawer, 4 Waterway, 9303 New Trails, St Lukes expansion, Pine Med, Memorial Herman, Villa Sport, YMCA in Creekside, 

27. Education – Tough 1286 kids, Deretchin 1300 kids enrolled, College Park is expanding, Woodlands High School 3600 enrolled

28. Hospitality – Hotel Avia at Market Street, Candlewood Suites near St Lukes, 

29. Apartments – Cramel Row apts – 44% leased, 39% occupied, 310 units.,  185 are one bedrooms that lease beginning at 900 a month.  3 bedroom apts go for 1700 and more.  Town Center apts.  Millenium Woodlands apts.

30. Awards – Nature Conservancy of Texas award for George Mitchell, Southern Living rated woodlands one of the top 10 shopping and dining, waterway square park was given an award of excellence, Rob Fleming Aquatic Center 

31. Events – Jan 31 is Arbor Day, March 28th Spring Fling, April 3-5th Woodlands Waterway Arts,  Earth Day on April 18 at Woodlands High School

32.  SR (including May valley) built out by 2014

33.  Creekside grocery store – in talks right now, will be on Kuykendahl

34.  Ritz Carlton on the Waterway – discussions now about building a hotel on  the waterway and Ritz is interested in managing the property

35.  Park and Ride on Farewell in Sterling Ridge – questions on tickets and cost.  Buy tickets in the building, only goes downtown, 9.50 round trip

36. Capacity of park and Ride 1200

37.  Traffic at park and ride.  Last bus is 6:45

38.  Who is in charge of Interacting with builders to make sure things are timely and correct – Buck Dridgers.  He says he has no responsibility.  Player Woods is the house.  It’s been under construction for 2 years.  Karen West is the attorney.  Resident Adam Criaco and I live at 111 West Ambassador.  281-296-2938.  Debra will get a meeting setup with Adam within 2 weeks.

39.  Is Research Forest scheduled to go through?  Woodlands Corp does not plan to expand it through.  Likely it will go through one day but will be done by the county.  Commissioner Craig Doyle would know about it.

40.  Question on retail across from Walmart.  Woodlands Corp does not know.

41.  Will there be other openings out of Woodlands to 1488?  Eventually Kuykendahl will go out to 1488.

42. Residents from Montfair.  Will Merit Oaks go through?  Debra brings map over to residents to explain what property belongs to Woodlands vs land that is not ours.  Land is zoned as commercial mixed use at the moment.  It is owned by the church.  Discussion on driveways or roads out from this land.  Discussion on traffic on Merit Oaks.

43. Another issues – no crossing guards from Deretchin to park across the street.  Both parties have contact information and Woodlands Development Corporation is already working on it and will have some sort of resolution.

44.  Issue with Branch Crossing and what about how May Valley will go out to 2978?  And there were no trespassing signs and there was no information about what was being built in Sterling Ridge West/May Valley.  The Master Plan did not include this street and the no trespassing signs and meeting signs about the development of May Valley.  The plan to change Spindletree to May Valley was never announced.  The resident wants to know how they can prevent that street from opening to 2978.  Joel Deretchin addresses question that there are some issues – there has to be 2 ways to get out of the area for safety reasons, there will be stop signs to discourage people from cutting through, txdot will also be widening 2978 to accommodate the traffic.  We don’t really know what will happen outside our area.  Also, there will be a new grocery store on Kuykendahl for Creekside.

45.  Question from Resident – we have been asking for stop signs to deter traffic on branch crossing but then you are saying you are putting stop signs to deter traffic in May Valley.  We didn’t anticipate the stop signs would be needed.  Right now they are in the hands of Commissioner Ed Chance and he is denying them.  Joel suggests that we (residents) petition and approach him on the issue.

Anne Spaulding — The Community Association of the Woodlands

1. Woodlands magazine comes monthly.  The magazine has an excellent explanation in the January issue about the community associations and the transition to the township.  Also the parks and rec action guide.

2. Sign up for the Woodlands Alert.

Jim Chiles — Treasurers Report

1. 16463.11 in the bank,  just over 5400 available for donations, that is what we have collected over the last 6 years

2. updated expenditures for budget

3. Insurance policies expiring – have some quotes

Bob Furano — President

1. How do we want to allocate funds that has been voted on for the schools

2. Joan – lists things that are needed at Deretchin, asks that we revote to give Deretchin $1000 instead of $750.  Coulson Tough currently has most of population from Indian Springs.  Questions why we would give money if so many residents from another village.

3. Discussion on another vote for $1000, suggestion to give $1000 to Deretchin and $500 to Coulson – no one agreed on this

4. Agreed by the board that we should just give the money to the PTO

5. Sue Young – thanks to Joan

6. By-laws discussed at last meeting.  Old by-laws and new copy with changes for Board to review.   Present by-laws that are residing with the county (copy marked 07).  

Anthony Fasone — Village Liaison for Sterling Ridge to the Woodlands Associations

1. Elections on Feb 2nd at Community Associations for the TWA candidates.  Early voting and election are in monthly email from Anthony

2. Have copies of crime statistics in November.  We are Zone 5.  Also includes some of Alden Bridge and Indian Springs.

Sue Young — Events Chair

1. No events scheduled since we have the Spring Fling just mentioned by Debra Staley

2. Flea Market is March 28th – we need 20 volunteers

Discussion on coming to the meeting.  Discussion on how to get out the info that meetings are happening.  Discussion on the paper (the Villager) that gets distributed in the older villages.  

Who do we contact about a stop light? – Ed Chance or Craig Doyle

Officers getting paid overtime for stopping speeders on Branch Crossing.  Did that happen?  Community Associations is sending in for overtime.  Some residents said they saw increased activity of police stopping speeders.

Township election – ran a study on the cost per vote.  Some of the directors paid up to $8 per vote.  1 man paid $1.74.  The person that did that used email from a web site.

Next Meeting: Next SRVA meeting will be February 23rd at 7:00pm at the Mitchell Library. 

Meeting adjourned: 8:50 pm

Meeting Minutes Submitted by: Robin Lynch
