Sterling Ridge Village Association - Executive Committee Meeting
October 27, 2008

Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm by Bob Furano.

Board Members Present - Sue Young, Jim Chiles, John Nanninga, Richard Gregory, Bob Furano, Charles Dressler and Robin Lynch.

The Woodlands Association Liaison - Anthony Fasone

The Woodlands Community Association Liaison - Anne Spaulding

Judd Russell - Conroe Sherriff’s Dept
1. Sept stats – zone 5, 125 alarms, 67 assist calls, 26 disturbances, 10 forgeries, 55 public service calls, 25 suspicious persons, 25 suspicious vehicles, accidents, welfare concerns, DWI, total 518 calls and 47 reports, 7 arrests made, 2 DUIs for minors, 37 traffic citations and 16 traffic warnings
2. All of Woodlands Sept stats – 19915 total calls, 81 felony arrests, 111 minor in possession, 17 DWI minors, 26 curfew violations, 2164 traffic citations, 350,082 total patrol miles, 400 miles on bikes
3. Question from resident on trends – things are staying fairly consistent, they have a criminalist in Conroe that tracks different trends and keeps more detailed statistics about each crime
4. Question on number to call for vacation watch
5. Comment from Anthony on burglary in cars, lock your doors, most are open cars
6. Speeding on Branch Crossing – trying to patrol that area.  John Raybon response -There will be most likely be some targeted overtime on Branch Crossing where there are frequent speeding violations.  Target will be when timeframe has identified there is a problem.
7. Question from resident - The signs about ‘no trucks’ on Branch Crossing.  What does that mean?  No sign has weight.  Are they headed back to the new area?  Sue - On a Sunday we counted 52 trucks.  We followed them and they were trying to avoid stop signs on Woodlands Parkway.  There is a construction exit from the new area to 2978.  Bob - Call Ed Chance and express concerns 281-367-3977.  If they get several calls, they will do a study to see if there is reason for a stop sign.
8. Resident – can’t the development company enforce that the trucks use a certain exit?  Anthony – come to the TWA meeting.
9. Answer to previous questions - Trucks are 2600 pounds.  Signs are not a state law.  They are stating it’s a county ordinance.  Officer Russell will look into if there is an ordinance so they can enforce.
Chris Nunez - Parks and Recreation
1. Project updates – 
a. Branch crossing ponds – 4 to 6 weeks until completion, fountains, sod
b. May Valley Park – off of Spindletree, 10 acres, 6 to 8 months in a couple of phases, received funding from Texas Parks and Wildfire.  Also newest park is the Player Manor Park that has a different kind of equipment that we are very excited about.
c. Stop signs on pathways, pathways stenciling

d. Hurricane Debris – large amount of help from county commissioner, 8:30 on the 12th of Sept, on fire trucks clearing roads with a lot of community help, 99% of roads where open on Mon morning, pathways were next priority and the parks.  They did the best (meaning least damage) parks first during clean up.  They wanted to make sure the more facilities were open.  Still cleaning up debris in reserves.  In the reserves our covenants say that we leave the reserves as is, so we are leaving some but also trying to address resident concerns about trees or root balls that are down in those areas.  A lot of windscreens to repair, bbq pits, water fountains to repair.
e. Nov 15 – 10 for Texas event.  Was supposed to be Oct 18 but postponed it to Nov 15.  Goes around Town Center.

f. Action Guide comes out 3 times a year.  Spring Action Guide will be released in early December online and then in print in January.

2. Resident – elaborate on reforesting since Ike.  Chris – have been focused clean up.  Will have to start assessing and looking at reforesting.
3. Resident – huge thanks for the clean up.  Did a tremendous job getting things cleaned up.
4. Resident – Glad it’s getting going but what was the delay in the pond?  Chris – I can not answer that question.

5. Board member from TWA – thanks to Anthony for pushing the issue on the Branch Crossing ponds.  I was initially voting against it so you have Anthony to thank for pushing it through.
6. Resident – there is no canopy that is not at Star Ridge Park.  Why?  Anthony – if you all want it, present it to the TWA and see if you could get it in the budget. 

7. Resident - Playground structure has been crushed by the tree, has it been inspected, is it safe?  Chris – the piece has been removed and has been ordered.  Playground inspectors were in Spinning Wheel Park to remove a portion of the swing set and motion climber.  Resident and Anthony – the piece they are talking about is still there?
8. Resident – I have oak branches in back of my fence, how do I get that removed?  Chris - If the tree is an imminent hazard we will remove.  If just a few branches fall into the reserve, then we will leave the natural progression and let the debris decay.  Call me at 281-210-3906 and we’ll send someone out to assess.
9. Resident – If you drive along Terramont, there are pine trees leaning over the street.  If we get a good wind these may snap and fall on a car, what is being done about these trees?  Chris –Every tree is a hazard tree.  We go through a hazard tree assessment.  We will look at characteristics of that tree and determine if it is a hazard.  Is the root ball starting to edge up?  That is a high priority if we are starting to see the root ball.  We will then put criteria together to see if we want to remove the tree.  Bob – concern is to residents driving on that street.  John – write a letter to owner expressing your concern, then if you have to go to court you have that letter.
10. Resident – Shreks pond.  It is the garbage dump for the Walmart parking lot.  Is there something that will stop the paper and garbage?  Anthony – there will be a strainer for garbage collection.  Parks and Rec will clean the strainer periodically.
11. Resident – what about the path by the Shrek pond?  Chris – that was opened last week, 2 weeks ago.

12. Anthony – mowing along pathways.  Chris – maintenance along pathways, blowing and moving about 12 times per year.  We have found issues with this plan.

13. Chris – submit a service request on the web site, www.thewoodlandsassociations.org.   Go to service request.
14. Resident – What about a place to dispose of dog debris?  To get bins?  Chris – right now there is a 15 station experiment for dog waste bags before we look at if we will install more.  We are investigating the use level and discussing concerns and issues.
15. Resident – do you do street lights?  Chris – yes we do.  Resident – can we submit these requests through the web site?  Chris – yes, that is the best way.  Try to put the number of the pole in the request.
Anne Spaulding — Village Liaison for Sterling Ridge

1. If you have a question, you can always call me with any question and I can help you get in contact with the correct person to resolve it.
2. The Woodlands Neighborhood Watch Program – please contact me if you would like to get a program in your neighborhood

3. Woodlands Alert – a community information system.  It’s difficult to get information out our large community.  Very much like the service request.  You click on the symbol on the home page.  You are going to submit your email address.  You will be able to select what information you want to receive.
4. Report on National Night Out – pilot project in Texas to have the event in October.  We feel it was successful.  Cranebrook Park was over 200 people that night.
5. Information on parks and recreation.

6. Resident – solicitors, is there a law against soliciting?  Anne – no, there is not a law against soliciting.  We encourage people not to open their doors and the solicitors will go away.  Get a no solicitor sticker in the hallway or from your neighborhood watch person.
7. Resident – who can I get in contact when someone is violating state law?  A misdemeanor, $500.  Anne – contact the Fire Department.  Resident – there are homes behind Fronterra that are burning irresponsibly.  Wayne Smith – sent an email to fire Marshall of Montgomery County.  If we are conscientious about trees I would think we would be concerned about that.  It’s in violation of state law and I got no response.
8. Resident – the ponds and red bay we have an area in the back of the Woodlands where it’s not safe and it’s not the same as the woodlands.  There is gun fire and burning just outside of Woodlands Parkway.

Anthony Fasone — Village Liaison for Sterling Ridge to the Woodlands Associations

1. Injection Wells – Texcom has applied for disposal of waste in Montgomery County.  They are NE of the Woodlands.  The state has given them approval to use old oil wells.  An organization called ‘crow’ is going to Austin to protest this because they are concerned it will get into our aquifer. 
2. Service Request button – if you tell me, I have to contact someone.  If you use the service request button it is going to be monitored immediately and make sure it gets done.
3. Next TWA meeting is Nov 20th.  In this room.  If you want to bring any concerns to the TWA or the development company.  Normally it’s the 4th Thursday.

4. Resident – addresses residents to continue to grow the presence of our residents in the village associations.
Jim Chiles — Treasurer’s Report

1. 5410.99 is available in our scholarship fund

2. Spent just over $500 for the bbq.  $300 in donations for vendor tables.  In the scholarship box we collected $17.
3. We have not got the money back from the bus.  Bob will call the bus company.
Sue Young — Events Coordinator
1. BBQ Challenge and Kids Fest – on the 19th, neighborhoods competed against each other to see who had the best bbq.  4 teams competed this year.  We had pony rides, face painting, hot dogs, and snow cones.  We had about 1200 this year (about half as many as last year).
2. Degas park won for best beans and best brisket.

3. Artist grove won for best chicken.

4. Ledgestone won for best ribs.

5. Lighting contest coming up and we’ll have best home and best area.  Need volunteers to drive around to different areas and look at the lights.
John Nanniga — Board Member

Presentation of plaques to board members who helped with the BBQ Challenge.

Bob Furano — President

1. Discussion on Scholarship fund.  The board has made a decision to give a ‘gift’ or endowment to the local elementary schools.  Now we need to determine how to give away the money each year and how much money.  We need members to get together.  Tonya and Joan will get together a meeting with the principals and the PTO presidents.  Charles will be involved in that meeting.
2. Bylaws and errors – there are some errors that were filed.  John Nanniga has a written motion.  Reads motion.  Motion contains 3 initiatives.  Vote in the meeting to approve first part of motion to make Robin Lynch secretary with a 3 year term.  Seconded and approved by 5 Board members.  Opposed by Charles Dressler.

3. Concerns or request from residents – Above ground distribution feeder lines.  To continue the exploration and discovery process.   How do we get people discussing this issue more?  I have heard from Cochrans Crossing that they did something like this in the past and got their lines buried. The meeting with Centerpoint was great and the people there did a great job of making Centerpoint accountable.  It’s going to take a whole forum of people.  What happens when property values are not the same as we have a city that has two totally different power sources?  Anthony – we talked about this at the TWA meeting a few weeks ago.  One the main things that came up were given direction to talk to Miles McKinney about this directive.  What would it cost to get the lines buried?  Could we get the lines buried?  The only commitment Centerpoint made was to improve communication and look into the possibility of burying the lines.  Did they ever give you a cost to put it underground?  A million to two to bury the lines and there are about 6 miles of lines.  We want to get the community involved in making the choice.  Bob – you are going to have to work for Centerpoint.  Peggy Hausman might be a good contact.  John – your meeting that night was tremendous.
4. The water tower at the back of Fronterra.  There has been construction there for over a year.  Now they are doing construction on the pump house.  The well heads will be in just after the first of the year.  We had commitments that the wells would be noise reducing and that the well heads would be noise reducing.  They are within 150 ft of my house.  This affects a number of people at the back of Fronterra.  They are getting close to finishing it but when they turn the pumps on it’s going to be noisy as the ones at Alden Bridge.  Anthony – Joel is your key contact because they (the development company) have more power with the River Authority.
5. Brian Gary, Fronterra – thanks to volunteers for your service.  I did write a letter back in March that has to do with the egress in Fronterra on West Fronterra St.  Sent a letter on March 2nd on finishing fence.  There have been robberies and an attempted suicide.  We want the fence completed to prevent people from coming in and out in that area.  Did I send this to the correct person?  The lack of response is upsetting.  Anne – the letter had several bullet points that needed to be addressed by different people.  Chris Nunez has the letter for the parks issue.  Whose responsibility would it be to finish the fence?  Anthony – depends on the ownership of the stub of the road over.
6. Resident – What about the new ‘West Sterling Ridge’?  There was a sign that said do not cross and on a sign past that said come to a meeting to hear about the development of this area.  No one knew what was going to happen in this area.  How did that happen that a huge community is being build and no one knew about it?  I thought I was buying in an area where they were done building.  I thought I bought in an area in a road was a loop and now it’s a feeder to 2978.  Anthony – That is a development company issue.  There is nothing that this association or the TWA can do about it.  That street going out to 2978, it’s planned to be more for the people that live back there to get in and out not to be a through street.  Resident – just how does this happen?  I thought it was built out.  Bob – we did have a meeting   When they came in and addressed the fact that the sign was behind a sign about the development.  John – at the TWA meeting your group was heard, and the Houston Chronicle and the Conroe Courier.  Maybe you need to question your realtor.  Richard – I am a realtor and I had no idea about the development of that area.
Next Meeting: Next SRVA meeting will be November 17th at 7:00pm at the Mitchell Library. 
Meeting adjourned: 9:45 pm

Meeting Minutes Submitted by: Robin Lynch
